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Opening Day Celebration 

The exhibit opened to the public on Saturday, September 13th 
with a celebration in the center of the plaza featuring live music, 
food, guided exhibit tours, and opportunities to speak with com-
petition entrants about their visions for the plaza. The highlight 
of the afternoon was a free performance by Brooklyn’s own dance 
troupe, Streb Lab for Action Mechanics (S.L.A.M.) and a concert 
by the local Afro-pop band, Asiko. Sweet treats from Sweet Tooth 
of the Tiger, a renegade bake sale, were also available.

PHOTOS: Opening day festivities
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Press Conference & Awards Ceremony
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Joining the Design Trust's Executive Director, Deborah Marton, at 
the Press Conference and Award Ceremony were Michael Cairl, Vice 
Chair, Grand Army Plaza Coalition; Prospect Park Administrator 
Tupper Thomas; Council Member Letitia James; Liam Kavanagh, 
First Deputy Commissioner of the NYC Dept. of Parks & Recreation; 
Bruce Schaller, Deputy Commissioner for Planning and Sustain-
ability, NYC Dept. of Transportation; and Marty Markowitz, Brooklyn 
Borough President.

Here are a few excerpts from the remarks made that day: 

“Today, we mark the fact that not only have the communities 
and talents in Brooklyn taken an interest in this flawed gem 
called Grand Army Plaza, but the world has stepped up and 
weighed in through the Reinventing Grand Army Plaza competition
sponsored by the Design Trust for Public Space in partnership 
with GAPCo. The concepts that we are unveiling this weekend
are a selection of those that were submitted. They offer 
exciting, fresh ideas. Each of them, in its own way, makes us 
ask, ‘What if.’”
Michael Cairl, Vice Chair, GAPCo 

“We welcome this competition as a terrific way to engage the 
public and community and generate new ideas that will create 
a vision of how GAP can serve as a world class entrance to 
Prospect Park and function for all modes—auto, truck, bike 
and pedestrian.”
Bruce Schaller, Deputy Commissioner for Planning and Sus-
tainability, NYC Dept. of Transportation

“We have the most beautiful entrance to a park in the world… 
It’s really fun to think about this space—which is beautiful 
already—but it doesn’t work as well as it could. DOT has done 
some great work to make it more accessible and they are 
going to be doing more. I think all of us would love to see a 
way that this is as great as the park that it attaches to. . . ”
Tupper Thomas, PROSPECT PARK ADMINISTRATOR

“I would also like to thank the Design Trust for 
Public Space for their innovative approach to 
community-based planning, and partnering with 
GAPCo to realize the plaza’s full potential as 
a world-class but uniquely Brooklyn icon. . . 
Congratulations to the designers for they have 
captured the majesty and grandeur of GAP, cap-
turing the essence and elements of Brooklyn and 
GAP. And those elements to me represent comm-
unity, culture, history, commerce, parkland, 
and yes, traffic. . .You have answered the question 
which is: ‘can’t we all get along?’ And clearly 
today the answer is ‘yes.’
Letitia James, COUNCIL MEMBER

“Let me thank all of my colleagues in government 
and the various agencies, applauding the efforts 
of some very creative people who want to make 
our beautiful GAP even more beautiful, more 
user-friendly, and safer for motorists, cyclists, 
and pedestrians. It’s truly one of the most beau-
tiful locations anywhere in this city and state. 
The Design Trust for Public Space, Deborah Marton 
and your colleagues, I salute you for organizing
this spirited competition, thank you, because 
government does the best it can but thank God 
we got folks like you that make us work better 
in collaboration with you, thank you.
Marty Markowitz, BROOKLYN BOROUGH PRESIDENT
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TOP LEFT: Officials of the City 
of New York and others at the 
Reinventing Grand Army Plaza 
opening day press conference, 
September 12, 2008; From left 
to right: Robert Minsky, GAPCo 
member; Deborah Marton, Design 
Trust for Public Space; Rob 
Witherwax, Grand Army Plaza 
Coalition; Andrew Saunders, 
GAPCo member; Councilmem-
ber Letitia James, New York 
City Council; Scott Medbury, 
Brooklyn Botanic Garden; Bruce 
Schaller, NYC Department of 
Transporation; Tupper Thomas, 
Prospect Park Alliance; Marty 
Markowitz, Brooklyn Borough 
President; Michael Cairl, Grand 
Army Plaza Coalition; Ellen 
Salpeter, Heart of Brooklyn; 
Chris Hrones, NYC Dept. of 
Transportation; Liam Kavanagh, 
NYC Dept. of Parks & Recreation.

bottom left: Guillaume Derrien 
and Gauthier le Romancer, 
in front of their award-winning 
scheme, “Please Wake Me Up!” 

top right: Stephane Mauget, 
Anne-Sophie Coué, Chrystelle 
Sanaa and Christian Matteau, 
in front of their award-winning 
scheme, “Canopy”

middle right: Vincent Herten-
berger and Andras Jambor, in 
front of their award-winning 
scheme, “Urban Stripes”

bottom right: Michael King 
(Nelson/Nygaard), Tim Peterson 
(Garrison Architects), Marty 
Markowitz (Brooklyn Borough 
President), Jim Garrison and 
Darshin Van Parijs (Garrison 
Architects) in front of the 
award-winning scheme, “A 
Center for Brooklyn”



PRINT AND WEB 
Bizbash
Sept. 10, 2008
http://www.bizbash.com/newyork/content/
editorial/e9956.php

Brooklyn!!
Summer 2008 
http://www.brooklyn-usa.org 

Fall 2008
http://www.brooklyn-usa.org 

Brooklyn Daily Eagle
March 27, 2008
http://www.brooklyneagle.com/categories/
category.php?category_id=31&id=23197

Brooklyn Paper 
Sept. 4, 2008
http://www.brooklynpaper.com/stories/
31/35/31_35_sp_grand_army.html

Sept. 11, 2008
http://www.brooklynpaper.com/stories/
31/36/31_36_sp_grand_army.html

Sept. 18, 2008
http://www.brooklynpaper.com/stories/
31/37/31_37_sp_grand_army.html

Oct. 10, 2008
http://www.brooklynpaper.com/stories/
31/40/31_40_sp_grand_army.html

Brownstoner
March 6, 2008
http://www.brownstoner.com/brownstoner/
archives/2008/03/competition_to.php

Press Coverage

70    REINVENTING GRAND ARMY PLAZA

Sept. 12, 2008
http://www.brownstoner.com/brownstoner/
archives/2008/09/grand_army_plaz.php

Curbed
Sept. 12, 2008
http://curbed.com/archives/2008/09/12/
crazy_new_grand_army_plaza_ideas_
revealed.php

Gothamist
Sept. 12, 2008
http://gothamist.com/2008/09/12/
reinventing_grand_army_plaza.
php?gallery11995Pic=2

Gowanus Lounge
Sept. 16, 2008
http://www.gowanuslounge.com/2008/09/
16/reinventing-grand-army-plaza-exhibition-
up-winners-announced/

Landscape and Urbanism
October 2008
http://landscapeandurbanism.blogspot.com/
2008/10/mind-gap.html

The New York Times–City Section 
(cover article)
August 31, 2008
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/08/31/ny
region/thecity/31disp.html

The New York Times–City Room
August 29, 2008
http://cityroom.blogs.nytimes.
com/2008/08/29/reinventing-grand-army-
plaza-giant-traffic-circle/

Sept. 12, 2008
http://cityroom.blogs.nytimes.com/2008/
09/12/imagining-grand-army-plaza-20/?hp

Streetsblog
February 2, 2008
http://www.streetsblog.org/2008/02/20/
ideas-competition-for-brooklyns-grandest-
plaza/

Sept.12, 2008
http://www.streetsblog.org/2008/09/12/
how-would-you-reinvent-grand-army-plaza/

Sept. 17, 2008
http://www.streetsblog.org/2008/09/17/
grand-army-plaza-reinvented/ 

Radio
WNYC
Sept. 22, 2008
http://www.wnyc.org/news/articles/109846 

The Leonard Lopate Show 
February 6, 2008
http://www.wnyc.org/shows/lopate/episodes/
2008/02/06/segments/93099 

October 9, 2008
http://www.wnyc.org/shows/lopate/episodes/
2008/10/09/segments/112000

TELEVISION, VIDEO AND IMAGES
Brooklyn Community Access Television
Sept. 22, 2008

Design Trust Staff Blog
http://designtrust.blogspot.com/

Flickr
http://www.flickr.com/photos/triborough/
sets/72157607295185321/
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Our Sponsors
This publication was made possible 
through the generous support of: 
	

The Reinventing Grand Army Plaza Exhibit 
was made possible by our generous sponsors:

Major Support
The Double R Foundation
Pentagram	
SDS Procida
The A. Woodner Fund	
Independence Community Foundation
Richter + Ratner

Additional Support
Streb Lab for Action Mechanics (S.L.A.M)
NYC Dept. of Cultural Affairs
New York State Council on the Arts (NYSCA)
Blue Sky Bakery
Brooklyn Borough President’s Office
Flatbush Food Co-op
Natural Heights
Santa Fe Grill

Special Thanks
Center for Urban Pedagogy (CUP)
NYC Department of Parks & Recreation	
NYC Department of Transportation
Office of the Brooklyn Borough President
Pentagram 
  Architecture Team: James Biber,  
  Dan Maxfield, Michael Zweck-Bronner
  Graphics Team: Michael Beirut, Michael 
  Gericke, Gillian DeSousa, Jennifer Rose, 
  Carolyn Thomas
Prospect Park Alliance
  Tupper Thomas, Eugene Patron, Jasmine
  Haynes, Lawrence Timberlake	
SoCity / Jesse Raker	
Streb Lab for Action Mechanics (S.L.A.M)
Sweet Tooth of the Tiger
Whatcould Web Design & Development

Reinventing Grand Army Plaza 
Competition Jury
Jonathan Butler, Brownstoner.com
Elizabeth Meyer, University of Virginia, 
  Landscape Arch.
Benjamin Perez, Parsons Brinckerhoff
Milton Puryear, Brooklyn Greenway Initiative 
Ellen Salpeter, Heart of Brooklyn
Elizabeth Streb, Streb Lab for Action Mechanics 
Ken Smith, Ken Smith Landscape Architects
Alex Washburn, NYC Dept. of City Planning
chair: Michael Van Valkenburgh, 
  MVV Associates

Design Trust Staff
Megan Canning, Deputy Director
Stephanie Elson, Director of Programs
Lawrence Horne, Director of Development
Chris Kannen, Production Assistant
Deborah Marton, Executive Director
Leslie McBeth, Program & Development 
  Associate

Design Trust for Public Space 
Board of Directors
Alison Bauer
Theodore Berger
Deborah Berke
Kitty Hawks
Marc Heiman
Susan Grant Lewin
Stephen Maharam
Zack McKown
Raymond Merritt
Paula Mueller
Annabelle Selldorf
Sylvia Smith
Claire Weisz
Judith Woodard
Andrea Woodner, 
  Founder and Board Chair

Credits
Competition logo by SoCity	
Reinventing Grand Army Plaza Ideas 
  Competition & People’s Choice websites 
  by Whatcould Web Design & Development
Exhibit designed by Pentagram
Exhibit construction by DCM Fabrication
Unless otherwise noted, all exhibit photos
  by Triborough Photography

All competition submissions copyright 
the designers.
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In the fall of 2008, the Design Trust for Public Space and the Grand 
Army Plaza Coalition mounted Reinventing Grand Army Plaza, a large-
scale exhibition in the center of Grand Army Plaza that showed 30 
visionary plans for the reinvention of this magnificent civic space. 
This unprecedented public exhibit illustrated how the Plaza could 
be redesigned to make it more usable, more amenable to public 
events, and safer for pedestrians, cyclists and motorists alike. This 
publication not only showcases the top 30 design schemes, but 
also provides a historical, physical and cultural context for the Plaza  
and recommends steps the community can take to achieve the goal 
of a new master plan and a comprehensive renovation.

November 2009
http://designtrust.org




